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You are graciously invited to attend . . .
The NCHEA's 35th Annual Conference and Curriculum Fair 
(C&CF). The ultimate purpose of the C&CF is to bring glory 
and honor to our Lord Jesus Christ in all that is said and 
done. We hope that the workshops and keynote sessions 
serve to be a witness to the lost, encouragement to the 
downtrodden, provide fellowship for believers, and a time of 
rest for weary parents.

Why should you attend? Come to . . .
s Be inspired and encouraged by our speakers
s Shop the exhibit halls and see what's new
s Meet and have fellowship with other like-minded home-

educating parents
s Mentor new homeschooling parents
s Learn about homeschooling and parent-led education
s Enjoy "couple time" away from home and children
s Be blessed

Sincerely,

NCHEA Board, Officers, and Conference 
Committee

Conference Schedule
NCHEA 2013 
Conference & Curriculum Fair
March 11-12, 2022
Indian Hills Community Church 
Lincoln, Nebraska

Pre-Registration & Payment
Save $$$ with NCHEA membership and early registration!
Pre-registrations must be received by February 7, 2022. When your online registration is received, you will get an email confirmation. Please 
save this confirmation as your record of registration. If you do not have an email address, your canceled check will be your confirmation. 
Confirmation notices are not mailed. 
Each individual or couple that pre-registers will receive one C&CF syllabus at check-in. The syllabus contains outlines and resources. 
Additional copies may be reserved in advance on the registration form for $10. Individuals or couples registering at the door receive a syllabus 
while supplies last.

For quick and easy registration go to www.NCHEA.org.

Saturday, March 12
8:30 a.m. 
Registration Begins
8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
Exhibit Halls Open for 
Shopping
9 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
Workshop Sessions
10:15–10:45 a.m.
Exhibitor Workshops 

Noon–1:15 p.m.
Support Group Leader 
Luncheon**
3:30 p.m. 
Exhibit Hall Closes
3:30–4:30 p.m. 
Closing General Session

** Support Group Leaders 
join us for an informational 
and inspirational session. 
RSVP on the Registration 
Form. Bring your own 
lunch or preorder on the 
Registration Form.

Friday, March 11
8:30 a.m.
Registration Begins
8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Exhibit Halls Open for 
Shopping
9:30 –10:30 a.m.
Opening General Session 
11 a.m. Navigating the 
Exhibit Hall*
11 a.m.–4 p.m.
Workshop Sessions
2:15-2:45 p.m.
Exhibitor Workshops
6:30 p.m.
Exhibit Hall Closes
7–8:30 p.m.
Open to the Public
Keynote Session followed 
by Graduate Recognition

* For new conference
attendees. Meet at
11 a.m. for a fun
orientation session in
Room 1422-23.

Questions? 
Call after 6:00 p.m.
Kathleen Lenzen s nchea@nchea.org s (402) 423-4297
Janell Papke s cjpapke@yahoo.com s (402) 580-1374
Michelle Pietzyk s mdpietzyk@gmail.com s (402) 480-1347



Volunteers
The C&CF is planned and conducted by homeschool 
parents like you. This undertaking requires many 
volunteers. Prayerfully consider volunteering. Please 
check the box on the registration form marked "volunteers" 
or call Kathleen Lenzen at (402) 423-4297, Janell Papke 
at (402) 580-1374, or Michelle Pietzyk at (402) 
480-1347.

Refund Policy
No refunds or adjustments are made at the C&CF. 
All refund requests must be made in writing by March 1. 
All refunds are subject to a $5 cancellation fee. Send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope when 
requesting a refund. 

Food
Food and drink are NOT permitted in the 
church, except in the Coffee Shoppe. 
Water is allowed in a sealed container. 
Friday and Saturday lunch orders will not 
be available this year. Enjoy a meal offsite 
with your friends! 

Exhibit and Advertising
Advertising in the syllabus and exhibitor space is 
available. For information, contact NCHEA@NCHEA.org. 
Advertising and exhibiting is at the discretion of the C&CF 
committee and denials are without comment.

Calls
The church does not sponsor this event and no calls 
should be directed to Indian Hills Community Church.

Photos and Video
When you attend/enter the NCHEA C&CF, you will be 
entering an area where photography, videography, and/
or audio recording may occur. By entering the event 
premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, 
video recording and its/their release, publication, 
exhibition, or reproduction of the same to be used for  
the purposes of print, news, web casts, promotional 
purposes, telecasts, advertising, inclusion on websites, 
or any other purpose as required by the NCHEA, its 
affiliates, or its representatives.

Covid-19 Precautions
Lincoln may have differing Covid-19 precautions in place 
from other parts of the state at the time of the confer-
ence. Updates will be provided prior to the Conference. 
Covid-19 precaution/compliance will be the attendees' 
personal discretion/judgement.

C&CF Information
Pre-Registration 
Save $$$ when you register by February 7, 2022! 
Register online at www.NCHEA.org. Please save your 
online confirmation as record of registration. Or your 
canceled check is your confirmation.

Lodging
Take advantage of the NCHEA special lodging discount.
Spend time with other families. 
Comfort Suites, 331 North Cotner Blvd.
Call (402)325-8800 for reservations. Ask for the NCHEA 
room block to receive the discount. Reservations must 
be made by February 19, 2022.

Fairfield Inn, 8455 Andermatt Dr.
Call Fairfield Inn at (402) 325-6400. Ask for the NCHEA 
room block. Reservations must be made by Friday, 
February 19, 2022.

Exhibit Halls
Your C&CF registration includes unlimited access to 
the Exhibit Halls featuring publishers, textbooks, and 
teaching materials. There is no discount to attend only 
the Exhibit Halls. 

Free Friday Night
Know someone curious about homeschooling? The 
Friday evening keynote session is FREE and OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC! Invite your interested friends, family, 
church members, and your neighbors to see the results 
of home education. All ages are welcome.

Solicitation
No unauthorized solicitation or distribution of material is 
permitted at the C&CF or in the parking lot.

Children/Teens
For their safety and security, children/teens attending the 
conference with their parents must remain with a parent 
at all times. “Children” is defined as persons under the 
age of 18 years. Adult children in the home who want to 
attend must pay and register for the conference. 

On-site childcare is not available. A room is available 
to change diapers, nurse babies or for mothers to have 
quiet time with their babies. 

Coffee Shoppe
Do you need a break? Join us in the Coffee Shoppe in 
Room 1422-23 to enjoy some relaxation and catch up 
with friends. Specialty coffee and snacks are available 
for purchase.

Watch for information on 
how to order and download 
your workshops after the 
conference.

Take the Conference Home!



Dyslexia Screening 
March 11-12

The Nebraska Dyslexia Association is screening children 
of all ages. Screening takes 90 minutes and the fee is $40. 
Appointment times are 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 
2 p.m. both days and 3:30 p.m. on Friday. To schedule a 
screening, contact Carolyn Brandle at cbrandlenda@gmail.
com or (402)488-7920 with your first and second choice of 
screening times. Mail checks to: Nebraska Dyslexia 
Association, PO Box 6302, Lincoln, NE 68506

Special Activities

Shop to Win!
Support our exhibitors by purchasing your materials at 
the C&CF. Enter to win a $100 gift certificate. Bring your 
receipts to the NCHEA table. Receive one entry for every 
$25 purchase. (Ex. $25=1 ticket, $50=2 tickets, etc.)

AND watch for other ways to win at the C&CF!

Support Group Leaders Lunch
Thank you for all that you do! Saturday from Noon-
1:15 p.m., join us for a great time to connect with other 
leaders and encourage one another--Room 1101-1102. 
Please bring your lunch or preorder a sack lunch on the 
Registration Form. 

Graduate Recognition
Sign your senior up for Graduate Recognition. The 

Keynote Session and Graduate Recognition are 
open to the public. 

Visit 
www.NCHEA.org

for the graduate questionnaire, 
fees and information. For questions, contact: 

Janell Papke at cjpapke@yahoo.com 
Kathleen Lenzen at nchea@nchea.org

Michelle Pietzyk at mdpietzyk@gmail.com

Find Your Local Support Group
Stop by the NCHEA table in the lobby to find our information about local support groups and connect with people in 
your area. If you are a support group leader, please stop by the table and mark your group on the map. If you have 
not given us your support group information, please send it to Kathleen Lenzen at NCHEA@NCHEA.org.  

Kids and Teen Conferences
March 11-12

Kids and Teens once again have 
their own fun and educational conferences 

during the C&CF. 
See pages 15 and 17 for registration information! 



2Featured Speakers
Todd Wilson
The Family Guy

Todd started Familyman Min-
istries with this mission: “to 
remind dads of what’s most 
important.” How to accomplish 
this mission has grown, along 
with the ministry. The original 
weekly email (the Familyman 
Weekly) sent out to just over a 
hundred dads is now sent out 
to thousands of dads across 
the country. He wants to remind 
men that being a dad is the 

most important job you’ll ever have, and you only get 
one shot at it! (He has a lot of encouragement for moms 
too.)

Todd is the author of Help! I’m Married to a Home-
schooling Mom and The Official Book of Homeschooling 
Cartoons. He is also a is a former pastor. Todd’s humor 
and gut-honest realness have made him a favorite 
speaker at homeschool conventions across the country 
and a guest on Focus on the Family. His articles have 
appeared in various magazines. Christianity Today also 
posts his weekly column (The Familyman Weekly) on 
their website.

Featured Speakers

A homeschooling mom and 
leader, LaNissir has a passion 
to serve the home-educating 
community. She provides social, 
spiritual, academic, and supervi-
sory support for families in local 
groups and encourages and 
equips homeschool graduates to 
transition into colleges, careers, 

and vocational schools.

As an HSLDA high school consultant, LaNissir loves 
speaking to parents to encourage and support their 
homeschooling with empathetic, engaging, and practical 
wisdom. She says, “The joy of helping a family feel confi-
dent that they can homeschool is priceless.”

She earned her B.S. in journalism from the University of 
Maryland College Park, is Myers-Briggs Type Indicator 
certified, and is pursuing a master’s degree in biblical 
studies.

LaNissir is wife to Lorenzo, who also serves the home-
schooling community through sports programs, photogra-
phy services, and photography classes. She is the mother 
of seven beautiful homeschooled children (five girls and 
two boys) with ages ranging from toddler to young adult. 
Her hobbies include reading, traveling, photography, and 
kayaking.

LaNissir James
HSLDA, High School Consultant

As an HSLDA staff attorney, Dan 
serves HSLDA member families 
and advocates for homeschool 
freedom in 12 states, including 
Nebraska. He represents fami-
lies who face legal challenges 
to their right to homeschool 
and regularly corresponds with 
school officials, college admis-
sions staff, legislators, and 

government agencies regarding the legality and effec-
tiveness of homeschooling.
 
Dan was homeschooled through high school and went 
on to earn a juris doctorate from Oak Brook College of 
Law and a master’s degree in applied biblical studies 
from Moody Bible Institute. He and his wife Bethany 
(also a homeschool graduate) are homeschooling their 
five children.

Dan Beasley
HSLDA

Deborah Wuehler
Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, Senior Editor 

Deborah and Richard have been 
homeschooling their 8 children 
for over 25 years. Deborah is an 
author, speaker, and devotional 
leader. Deborah's passion is to 
encourage homeschool families to 
keep their focus on Christ and His 
Word, and to let them know they 
are making the best educational 
choice possible when they choose 

to keep their children home where they belong.



She speaks to thousands of parents, educators, professionals and 
children every year. 

Amy Juett 
Amy is a second-generation homeschooler 
making her home at the end of the road on 
the banks of the Calamus River with her 
husband and five children. She is passionate 
about cultivating the connections that matter 
most and seeks to help moms do just that 
through writing and speaking on biblical 
encouragement, intentional parenting, 
homeschooling, and practical homemaking. 
She would love to connect with you on her 
website www.amyjuett.com. 

Tyler Morten
Tyler is a father of five. He has a passion for 
all-things tech. He graduated from the University 
of Nebraska with a major in Management 
Information Systems. He currently works in the 
financial industry and is a co-founder of two 
Lincoln-area tech startups. He helps serve at his 
local church in the technology area. He is also 
on the board of directors for the NCHEA.

Yvonne Strachan
With over 12 years of homeschooling her 5 
children and over 9 years of experience as a 
homeschool group leader, consultant, and speaker, 
Yvonne understands the questions, concerns, 
challenges, and needs facing families. Having 
overcome many challenges in her homeschooling 
adventure, she is uniquely qualified to encourage, 
nurture, and guide the success of others. A deeply 
steadfast belief in God's will and Word guides 
her passion and desire to aid others in their 
challenging yet rewarding homeschool journeys. 
She has written "Inspirational Homeschooling." You can visit her blog 
at www.inspirationalhomeschooling.com 

Danna Swartz
Danna and her husband Patrick have volunteered 
with NCHEA for more than 10 years. They are 
both involved with teaching their children and work 
professionally as educators at Clarkson College and 
corporate training facilities. They love to work with 
new homeschool families to help equip them for the 
mission ahead.

Teen Conference
Adam Lloyd Johnson
Adam served as a local church pastor for 8 
years before God called him to serve others 
through the ministry of apologetics. He earned 
his PhD at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, teaches classes for Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and Rhineland Theological 
Seminary in Germany, and serves with a 
university campus ministry called Ratio Christi at 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He specializes 
in providing good reasons and evidence to believe that Christianity is 
true. You can learn more about his ministry at www.convincingproof.
org

Timothy Schmidt
Timothy is a father of 4 and a graduate of 
The Master's Seminary. He has served as the 
preaching pastor in the Evangelical Free Church 
of Firth for the past 10 years. Through a variety 
of outlets, his passion to train young people to 
defend their beliefs has been growing since his 
own days of standing firm in the faith when he 
was a student at UNL in the mid 90's. 

Mikaela Betka, OD, FCOVD
Dr. Betka graduated from Northeastern State 
University Oklahoma College of Optometry in 
2015 and completed a residency in developmental 
vision and neuro-optometric vision rehabilitation in 
2016. Dr. Betka is the co-founder and behavioral 
optometrist at inSIGHT Vision Performance 
Center. She is an expert in binocular vision and 
visual processing deficiencies and loves to help 
patients of all ages achieve their best possible vision. Her goal is 
to give patients the skills that they need to be successful in school, 
work, sports, and life. 

Kathleen Cotter Clayton
Kathleen is the daughter of Dr. Joan A. Cotter, author 
and creator of the RightStart™ Mathematics program. 
She is one of the first children to grow up under 
the RightStart principles. Kathleen has a degree 
in Home Economics and a minor in Business from 
the University of Minnesota and has two Masters 
Degrees from the University of Mary in Bismarck, 
North Dakota. Kathleen and her husband Steve 
have six adult children and six delightful grandchildren. Kathleen is 
responsible for curriculum development, marketing, and sales.

Nancy Coffey
Nancy is a certified Wilson dyslexia practitioner 
and CERI certified structured literacy/ dyslexia 
interventionist. As the vice president of the 
Nebraska Dyslexia Association, her desire to 
inform and educate individuals on dyslexia 
and the science of reading is done through the 
bimonthly NDA newsletter that she produces. 
She has taught middle school social studies and 
reading, she has been a school librarian, and 
ended her career as an intermediate resource 
teacher. Nancy is a reading and math interventionist and mentors 
teachers and parents who she has connected with through the 
Science of Reading: What I Should Have Learned in College 
Facebook page.

Gretchen Garrison
When Gretchen Garrison started homeschooling 
in 2008, she and her husband, Kyle, had four kids 
six and under. At that point, she did not anticipate 
how slowly and quickly the journey would go - they 
graduated their first senior in the spring of 2021. 
Back in 2013, she started her blog, Odyssey 
Through Nebraska, to help her family study and 
travel Nebraska that school year purposefully. The blog continued 
and has resulted in three books so far. Detour Nebraska: Historic 
Destinations and Natural Wonders was published in the fall of 2017. 
In 2020, both A History Lover's Guide to Lincoln and 100 Things to 
Do in Lincoln Before You Die became available. Gretchen and her 
family live on an acreage just west of Lincoln.

Dara Halydier
Dara is a pastor’s wife, a Bible teacher, a 
conference and retreat speaker, a mentor, a 
friend, mother of 5 grown boys, and grandma of 
11 beautiful children. She homeschooled for 21 
wonderful years and is now encouraging other 
homeschooling families by speaking across the 
nation at homeschool conferences. Dara helped 
to start two local support groups Texas. She is the 
executive director of Abiding Truth Ministry and the 
author of the Practical Proverbs series and As They Sit and Stand: 
A Resource and Guide for Teaching Your children 
the Bible.

Monica Irvine 
Monica specializes in etiquette and professional 
instruction to help ensure the success of each 
individual both personally and professionally. 
She has written five books on etiquette including 
Raising a Generation of Ladies and Gentlemen 
and A Schedule Makes for a Happy Family. 

Workshop Speakers



Sitting at music lessons, I met a mom who had just started homeschool-
ing this year. She pulled her little one out of public school because her 
daughter was struggling in that environment. She was telling me how much 
better it is going at home for her and how glad she is to be homeschooling 
now. I said something that resonated with her. “The main reason home-
schooling is the best option for her is because of freedom. Your daughter is 
free from outward pressures, free from performance anxiety, free from fear 
of bullies, free from expectations that don’t match her developmental stage, 
free from the disappointment of not pleasing her teacher, free from being sat 
down and cooped up. And because of the freedom from all those negative 
things, she is now free to learn, she is free to create, free to explore, free to 
be herself, free to be comfortable and move freely, free to go as fast or slow 
as needed in any subject. She is free to be who God created her to be.”

Freedom: it’s why we homeschool! 
It’s why homeschooled children are well-rounded, academically advanced, 
and excellent in character. Freedom in spirit, soul, and body is why whatever 
they study sticks; it’s why they are confident and courteous and courageous. 
Freedom from government indoctrination is why children who are home-
schooled have a higher percentage of retaining the faith of their families and 
becoming citizens who stand for truth and righteousness.1

Educational Freedom
Let’s look at the definition of the words education and freedom. I think you 
will be surprised how far we have strayed from the historical meaning of 
these words.

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary definition of education is:
The bringing up, as of a child, instruction; formation of manners. Education 
comprehends all that series of instruction and discipline which is intended to 
enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, and form the manners and 
habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their future stations. To give 
children a good education in manners, arts and science, is important; to give 
them a religious education is indispensable; and an immense responsibility 
rests on parents and guardians who neglect these duties.2

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary definition of the word freedom is:
A state of exemption from the power or control of another; liberty; exemption 
from slavery, servitude or confinement. Freedom is personal, civil, political, 
and religious.3

We’ve come a long way, haven’t we? It used to be that parents would 
exercise their liberty and take their responsibility seriously to provide an 
“indispensable” education for their children. Today, we lack freedom because 
we have given the power or control of education over to another. The 
children then become enslaved and confined. Their “personal, civil, political, 
and religious” freedom comes under scrutiny and in some cases becomes 
obsolete depending on the educational environment. Why would we do this 
to our children when the freedom of parent-led home education begets such 
blessing in all areas of their lives?

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1).

Freedom to Teach
As home educators, not only do our children enjoy freedom, but we have 
many areas of freedom as well. We are free to choose the curriculum or 
program or philosophy of education that fits our family best. We are free 
to teach in whatever style we are gifted in teaching. Some of us have the 
ability to make learning fun for our kids and we are free to employ that in 
our children’s education. Some of us know how to create a literature rich 
environment that is conducive to deep study. Some of us know how to create 

a learning space that is comfortable and engaging and our children love to 
learn there. Some of us have strengths in nature study and narration. Some 
of us are chefs or engineers or entomologists and we are free to share 
our expertise with our children. Some of us homestead and can teach our 
children about the earth and animal husbandry and carpentry and energy 
and self-sufficiency. Some of us are educators by profession and understand 
a scope and sequence and follow guidelines and textbooks to completion. 
Some of us understand how to create a delight-directed education for our 
children, and some prefer to follow a more classical method.

We are free to teach in whatever way we are created to do so, and no matter 
the method, no matter the environment, no matter the philosophy or teaching 
style, our children succeed.4 Freedom: it’s why we homeschool!

Spiritual Freedom
I am thankful every day for the continued freedom to educate our children in 
our own home, in any manner we choose, and under our own Biblical values 
and specific spiritual instruction. I have the freedom to show my children 
their Creator in every topic we study, in every book we read, in every plant or 
animal or season. His glory is revealed in all of creation and I am free to give 
my children a Christian and Biblical worldview in every subject.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed (John 8:31-31; 36).

Freedom: Past and Future
Just as the pilgrims carved out a place of freedom for many, pioneers of 
homeschooling paved the way for our educational freedom. And just as the 
cost to the pilgrims was heavy, so was the cost to those homeschooling 
pioneers. Some lived in fear of the authorities taking their children away, 
some spent a lifetime fighting the legal fight, some lived ostracized from 
society, and some quietly taught their children to love learning and love their 
enemies. Some were silent, but their fruit spoke loudly to onlookers, as their 
children beamed in excellence of character. Some were loud enough that 
people heard and listened: “Home education works!” We are so grateful and 
thankful for the pathway of freedom laid out for us and for our future genera-
tions.

Although homeschooling is legal in many countries, there are still many that 
do not allow such freedom. We need to remember those who are persecuted 
for their decision to homeschool and pray for their freedom.

Historically, our forefathers set precedence in the giving of thanks to the 
Almighty God who in His great Providence brought them here and kept them 
alive and prospering and free. He is the same God who ordained the Biblical 
principle of parents instructing their own children and proclaiming His deeds 
from generation to generation (See Psalm 78).

Let’s pray that the beautiful freedom of parent-led home education continues 
long as we keep His children Home Where They Belong.

Endnotes:
    https://hslda.org/content/research/ray2003/
    http://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/education
    http://webstersdictionary1828.com/Dictionary/freedom
    https://www.nheri.org/research-facts-on-homeschooling/

By Deborah Wuehler, Old Schoolhouse Magazine
Freedom: It's Why We Homeschool





Workshop Schedule
Friday, March 11

9:30-10:30 a.m.
The Gift
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
Like you, when we began our homeschooling journey we 
asked ourselves, “Will we be able to teach them all they 
need to know for success?” There were so many options 
and subjects to teach them. They were loaned to us knowing 
almost NOTHING and we were expected to fill up their 
noggins and prepare them for adulthood. Little did we know 
then that homeschooling turned out to be not only what we 
taught them…but what THEY taught US. Never would we 
have believed how God would use homeschooling to teach us 
what He needed us to know as parents, homeschoolers, and 
as His children. So join me for an intimate time of sharing and 
laughing at the lessons my children taught me. My hope is 
that you’ll start to view your homeschool day less as a time to 
teach and muscle through but as a gift.

11 a.m.-Noon
Fostering a Hate of Learning
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
The homeschool movement coined and promoted the idea of 
fostering a LOVE of learning…and yet most homeschooling 
moms have fostered a “hate” of learning. Instead of inspiring 
their children to love exploration, discovery, and learning, 
all of which homeschool SHOULD foster, moms find their 
children fighting them tooth and nail to “do school.” Let me 
just say from the start that I BELIEVE homeschooling and 
learning should be fun for our children and us. Its very design 
enables learning to be experienced in a way NO public or 
private school can provide. So why is it not the case in most 
homeschools? I think the answer is simple: we’ve believed 
and adopted some ideas that are not true and that kill 
inspiration and the love of learning. Join me as we talk about 
helping our children LOVE to learn.

Joyful Mother of Children
LaNissir James, Chapel
As the mother of seven children, LaNissir emphasizes the 
foundational importance of answering the call to mother 
many children while nurturing each individual child’s 
relationship with God. She discusses how to parent with 
godly communication and provides organizational tips to find 
harmony in this fast-paced world. She also shares special 
encouragement to help you train up your child all the way 
from the toddler through the teenage years.

The Power of Parental Authority
Monica Irvine, 1404
So, I don’t want to offend, but parents, we are seeing entirely 
too many families where the children seem to be leading the 
family instead of mom and dad leading the family. Do you 
have children that tell you, “No?” Do you have children that 
you spend hours trying to convince
them to do something you’ve asked? Do you find yourself 
giving in to your child’s request even though deep down, you 
don’t really want to? Don’t beat yourself up. We’ve all been 

guilty of this at one time or another, however it’s time to stop. 
We’re not helping our children when this behavior is common 
in our home, instead we’re actually hurting them. Come and 
listen to motivational speaker, Monica Irvine, as she helps 
unravel this tendency and give great insight on how we can 
regain our parental authority. It truly can change the direction 
of your child’s life. Don’t miss this!

Navigating the Exhibit Hall
Tim and Angi Bates, 1422-1423
New conference attendees can join us for a fun orientation 
session about conference vendors and speakers. Discover 
great tools for getting the most out of the conference. Join 
us in the Coffee Shoppe to kick off your weekend at the 
conference.

Trubl Spelling
Nancy Coffey, 2210
Spelling is a common frustration for many students, especially 
for those who have trouble reading. Learn helpful ideas for 
studying spelling and vocabulary and improving scores on 
those weekly tests. The techniques can also be used for daily 
spelling skills.

1-2 p.m.
Homeschool Discrimination and What We’re Doing About It
Dan Beasley, Auditorium
Homeschool graduates still encounter discrimination when 
applying for employment, admission to colleges and trade 
schools, social security, disability, and veteran’s benefits, and 
participation in extracurricular competitions and programs. 
While homeschooling is now widely recognized as a legal 
form of education, there is still much work to be done to 
ensure that students and graduates are not discriminated 
against because their parents choose to exercise their right 
to homeschool. HSLDA continues to advocate for students 
and graduates who face this kind of discrimination. Come 
hear the stories, legal battles, and solutions for how to end 
homeschool discrimination.

Essential Skills for Successful Teens: Study and Time 
Management
LaNissir James, Chapel
The high school years are a prime opportunity to equip your 
teens with skills they will need for future success. If your teen 
is headed to college, a career, or the military, they will benefit 
from study and time management skills. This session provides 
parents and teens with ideas to incorporate these skills into 
high school coursework and lists resources to help cultivate 
these essential skills.

Homeschooling on a Shoestring Budget
Dara Halydier, 1101-1102
Homeschooling doesn’t have to cost hundreds of dollars 
each year. With some extra time and energy, you can teach 
on a budget. Tracy and Dara started homeschooling while 
Tracy was in seminary and without a job. They continued on 
a minister’s salary while homeschooling five children through 
high school. Dara will share ideas from K-12 on bargain 
buying and teaching without the textbooks.



Nebraska Patriotic Places: Former Forts and Military 
Monuments
Gretchen Garrison, 1404
Forts helped stabilize Nebraska territory for early settlers. 
From the beginning, Nebraska has been influenced by 
patriotic people. Learn more about these men and women 
whose names live on in various ways. Join Nebraska 
enthusiast, Gretchen Garrison, as she shares more about 
military monuments and other Nebraska locations that 
celebrate our patriotic heritage.

Homeschooling Through Hardship
Deborah Wuehler, 2430
Hardships come in every category of life; however, they are 
not always a reflection of who you are, your parenting or your 
homeschooling. Learn to go from living in “survival mode” to 
learning to live in “revival mode.” There is hope in the midst 
of the hard things if we are fully prepared, fully armed, and 
hidden in Christ. 

Vision & Learning
Mikaela Betka, 2210
20/20 vision means you can see clearly at 20 feet what 
should normally be seen at that distance. However, it does 
not mean that you have perfect vision. Visual acuity gives 
no meaning about what a person sees. If your child is not 
achieving their full potential academically, struggling with 
written reading comprehension, skips lines or words when 
reading, reverses words or letters, or avoids reading or near 
work, this presentation is for you. There are more than 17 
visual skills that are needed for efficient vision and learning. 
Children struggling with binocular vision or visual processing 
disorders often will not complain about symptoms because 
they are unaware that they visually experience things any 
differently than their peers. In this course, we will learn about 
these skills, the signs and symptoms of a visual processing 
disorder, and what can be done to help them be successful. 

7-8:30 p.m.
Homeschooling in 2022: Liberty or License?
Dan Beasley, Auditorium
Newsflash: homeschooling is growing. Millions of new 
students are benefiting from a customized education at home, 
which has placed homeschooling in the national spotlight. 
With a decade of experience advocating for homeschool 
freedom at HSLDA, Dan will bring to life the latest policy 
debates surrounding homeschooling and conclude with 
encouragement for 2022’s homeschool graduates. 

followed by Graduate Recognition
Join us in celebrating the hard work of graduates and 
their families after the Keynote Address. This Keynote 

Address is free and open to the public. 

Saturday, April 28

Identifying and Adapting to the Challenges of Homeschooling
Yvonne Strachan,1404 
As you pour yourself into discipling and educating your 
children, gain confidence in your ability to
· Teach multiple children
· Accommodate your child's unique learning style
· Identify your child's changing needs
· Inspire and encourage a child facing learning difficulties
· Help advanced learners identify and cultivate their gifts
· Teach high school

Reading Struggles & Overcoming Obstacles
Deborah Wuehler, 2430
Good readers are not necessarily early readers. And early 
readers don’t always grow up to love reading. God designs 
each child differently as He deems fit for His purposes. 
Deborah will talk about her own struggling readers and the 
practical things that helped them jump those hurdles. Deborah 
will show you how to have victory over your own obstacles as 
you keep your children Home Where They Belong.

Ready, Set, GO! Homeschooling in Nebraska
Danna Swartz, 2210
How to start, where to find curriculum, when to school, 
and what a typical day looks like are some of the areas 
discussed. Get an understanding of Rule 13 and gain valuable 
information for your homeschool journey. This workshop is a 
MUST for new homeschoolers.

2:15-2:45 p.m.
Vendor Workshops

Enjoy some great Exhibitor Workshops 
during this session!

3-4 p.m.
Invasion of the Conviction Snatchers
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
Do you have a child who doesn’t want to be homeschooled, 
in-laws who don’t understand your reasons for homeschooling, 
a spouse who isn’t sold on the idea, or a guilt complex 
reminding you that you have no business homeschooling your 
children? Those nagging, sometimes-silent disapprovals can 
crush a person under the weight of guilt and despair. You 
sometimes feel like a wave tossed to and fro because in your 
heart of hearts you feel God would have you homeschool…
but then again, the arguments against it are almost drowning 
you. Join Todd, as he goes face to face with the naysayers 
and shows you how to address their concerns, questions, and 
logic of why you shouldn’t homeschool your children.

Extracurriculars & Electives – Resumes & Recommendations
LaNissir James, Chapel
Should an activity be an elective on a transcript or 
extracurricular activity on a resume? Which will benefit your 
teen most? Which has higher visibility? This seminar 
explains the options your homeschool has and the 
documentation that makes the most of these opportunities.



11 a.m.-Noon
Important Lessons to Teach Your Children - “How to Argue”
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
Everyone argues. That’s the truth. I’m not talking about 
the righteous anger…I’m talking about the good ol’ sinful 
kind. Some yell, some become silent, and all of us teach 
our children by our example. But here’s the deal: there are 
some principles that can make those sinful arguments less 
damaging and more “productive”. So…since you’re going to 
argue, we might as well do it right. Join, me for a fun filled, 
honest look at the ugly things we do and say and for some 
practical rules for arguing “better.”

Charting Your Way through High School for College, Career, 
or Military
LaNissir James, Chapel
Preparing your teens for their post-graduation goals 
requires advance planning. This seminar provides a 
timeline and checklist to ensure that important items are 
included! For college-bound teens, discover tips for the 
application and financial aid process. For teens headed 
into careers, explore training, employment, and workplace 
skills. For teens interested in a military career, learn about 
the military’s homeschool enlistment policy and advice for 
applying to the service academies.

Dyslexia is Real! Imagine That! 
Nancy Coffey, 1101-1102
THINK Dyslexic!  Learn the facts about dyslexia.  If trying 
to teach students with dyslexia/S.L.D. is frustrating for most 
teachers, consider what it must be like from the student's 
point of view.  Engage in tasks that simulate the difficulty 
students with learning disabilities might have when asked 
to perform typical classroom work.  You'll look at your role a 
little differently.

Teaching Math with Card Games? Yes, You Can!
Kathleen Cotter Clayton, 1404
Are you tired of flashcard? Does your child cry when you 
give another timed test? Are you frustrated because your 
child can't seem to remember the multiples of 7? Use 
games to teach and review math facts. This workshop will 
show you fabulous and effective math card games that are 
easy and fun. Imagine your kids asking you to practice their 
math facts! Come and discover games to help our child 
learn math!

The Erosion of Parental Rights and How to Stop It
Dan Beasley, 2430
Parental rights are foundational to a parent’s right to 
homeschool. While the Supreme Court has historically 
recognized parental rights as fundamental, the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision in Troxel v. Granville in 2000 has 
led to confusion and intensified attacks on parental liberty. 
Come learn how you can help protect parental rights for 
years to come.

Building a Biblical Self-Esteem in Your Child
Dara Halydier, 2210
Self-esteem can have a negative connotation among God’s 
people, but it is really about a right relationship with God 
and a true perspective of Who God is and who we are. 

9-10 a.m.
Every Dad a Homeschooling Dad!
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
You may not crack open a book, work through a curriculum, or 
call it school, but it's your job to train your children. Join me as 
we look at the trials, triumphs, and tribulations of training our 
children. Now don't worry, I won't make you feel guilty or give 
you a 46-point outline, but I promise to tell it straight and to 
encourage you in the best job there is—fathering.

Recordkeeping & Organization for High School: Simplifying the 
Process
LaNissir James, Chapel
Keeping good records need not be time consuming nor 
burdensome—it actually saves you time and effort in the long 
run. In this workshop, you’ll learn how and when to track your 
student’s progress through high school.

Ready, Set, GO! Homeschooling in Nebraska
Danna Swartz, 1101-1102
How to start, where to find curriculum, when to school, and 
what a typical day looks like are some of the areas discussed. 
Get an understanding of Rule 13 and gain valuable information 
for your homeschool journey. This workshop is a MUST for 
new homeschoolers.

Table Manner Essentials for the Whole Family
Monica Irvine, 1404
Let’s imagine...your children chew with their mouths closed, 
don’t make weird noises at the table, never announce what 
they don’t like at the table, sit still and respectfully while 
eating, show sincere gratitude each and every time they are 
served a meal, allow their elders to go first, never forget to 
ask if they can help clean up afterwards, etc. Is this a dream? 
Is this possible? YES OF COURSE! It’s all in how you teach 
and approach table manners. This Parenting Master Class by 
Master Motivator, Monica Irvine, will teach you the pattern of 
teaching your family how to have impeccable table manners 
and how to make it fun and doable. Parents, this is not rocket 
science, however, if you think that your children are going 
to “get it” by just constant correction, then allow me to ask, 
“How’s that working for you?” Don’t miss this!

Homeschooling the Rebel
Deborah Wuehler, 2430
“I won’t do it!” my child screamed after being asked to sit down 
and start the day’s math assignment. “You will too!” I resolutely 
stated back. “I will not!” And thereupon ensued an all-out fight 
of wills. The strong-willed mother determined to win over the 
strong-willed child. This workshop is designed to give you 
helpful tips in dealing with a strong-willed child, how to nurture 
as well as homeschool this child, how to stay sane in the midst 
of anguish, and to give you hope for the future. 

10:15-10:45 a.m.
Vendor Workshops

Enjoy some great Exhibitor Workshops 
during this session!

Saturday, March 12



As parents we have the responsibility to raise kids with a 
positive understanding of who God says they are. Claiming 
these truths can change attitudes and actions. Are you aware 
of how your words and actions can help or hurt your child 
as they find out who they are? Is communication in your 
home healthy and honoring to God? Dara will speak about 
the importance of words that build up and emotions that 
are handled carefully. Learning and teaching how to take 
every thought captive, how to replace Satan’s lies with God’s 
truths, and how to give praise to our Amazing God will give 
you tools towards building a healthy and Biblical self-esteem 
within your child’s heart.

1:30-2:30 p.m.
A Homeschool Graduate Looking Back: What Worked, What 
Didn’t, and Why I’m Homeschooling My Kids
Dan Beasley, Auditorium
Despite many stereotypes, homeschooling programs are 
unique and vary widely based on the student. Dan, a 
homeschool graduate himself, shares from his experience 
the benefits and challenges of homeschooling as well as the 
reasons why he is homeschooling his children.

High School Transcript Clinic: Practical Help and Tips
LaNissir James, Chapel
Creating a high school transcript is a vital part of your teen’s 
high school records. In this interactive, practical seminar, 
you’ll create a transcript that can be used as a pattern when 
designing your own. The session will guide you through the 
essentials of transcripts, how to evaluate credit, steps to 
simplify grading, and how to calculate grade point averages 
(GPAs).

Keeping Your Family Safe in the Digital World
Tyler Morten, 1101-1102
Privacy is power. The right to privacy, however, is slowly 
being eroded from the foundations of our society today. In 
this talk, we will discuss the philosophy of the Internet, what 
that means for our privacy and how we can protect our 
families and our digital information.

Building Home: How to Disciple Your Children and Manage 
Your Home Without Losing Your Mind
Amy Juett, 2430
Mothers have every good intention of discipling their children 
in the ways of the Lord, but a lack of knowledge of how to go 
about it and the day-to-day necessities of keeping a home 
and getting lessons done often get in the way of following 
through on those good intentions. Using the analogy of 
a home from Proverbs 14:1 “The wise woman builds her 
house…,” Amy will walk you room by room through the home 
looking at scriptural examples to empower mothers to build a 
spiritual home of discipleship for their children while gaining 
practical tips for managing each room in their physical 

*Note: All workshops and times are subject to change.

homes—all without losing their minds. Come away from this 
workshop with a plan to implement both in the discipleship of 
your children and keeping of your home. 

3:30-4:30 p.m.
How to Choose Relationship When There’s So Much to Do
Todd Wilson, Auditorium
Years ago, a homeschool mom came up to me with a pen 
in hand and a notebook in the other and said, “I believe that 
the relationship with my children matters more than anything 
else…so can you tell me what “relationship” is? I didn’t have 
a great answer at the time…but I do now. Join me as we look 
at TWO homeschooling moms. One spends her days doing 
what matters and one spends her days on what does not last. 
My desire is to help you and me do what matters.

Noon–1:15 p.m. 

SUPPORT GROUP LEADER LUNCH
Meet in Room 1101-1102 for lunch and fellowship. 

PRE-REGISTRATION is required.

Graduate 
Recognition
Attention Seniors!

Join us for the Graduate Recognition 

during the NCHEA Conference and 

Curriculum Fair on 

March 11 in Lincoln. 

Register by Feb. 7 for this wonderful 

evening at 

www.NCHEA.org.
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Kids Conference 2022 

Come study the six pieces of the armor described in Ephesians 6:10-17. In a world that 
is trying desperately to twist the minds and hearts, the Kids Conference will help prepare 

them to withstand the lies that Satan is hurling at them. Bible lessons, 
music, hands-on learning, and recreation to help children understand the 

importance of God’s Word in their lives. We will explain each piece of 
the Armor and what its purpose is, so they will understand the importance of being 

prepared for spiritual battle. 

March 11 - 12
Friday: Check-in 8 a.m., Conference 9:45 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Saturday: Check-in 8 a.m., Conference 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Kids Conference Location: Capitol City Christian Church, 7800 Holdrege, Lincoln

Register online at www.NCHEA.org
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In this conference students will learn good reasons 
and evidence to believe that the Bible is from God. 
Students will be equipped to answer the following 
questions: Many people throughout history have 
claimed to have messages from God, but how do we 
know which are really from God and which are fake? 
How can the Bible be from God since it was written 
by humans? Why do Christians believe the Bible is 
completely true and contains no errors? How did 
Christians come to the conclusion that these 66 
books in particular are truly messages from God? 
This conference will be led by Timothy Schmidt and 
Adam Lloyd Johnson.

Teen Conference

Convincing Proof
Is the Bible from God?

Register online at www.NCHEA.org 
Conference is at Indian Hills Community Church, 
1000 84th St., Lincoln, Nebraska

Schedule
Friday: Check-in 8:30 a.m., Conference 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday: Check-in 8:30 a.m., Conference 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Parents should meet their teens in the south lobby of the church.

Speakers
Timothy Schmidt and Adam Lloyd Johnson

Parents/Guardians must:
• Pre-register for the parent C&CF.
• Pre-register and prepay for each teen online or with enclosed form.
• Provide lunch if meals are not prepaid. (no refrigeration available)
• Send	a	signed	copy	of	the	online	Medical	Release	Form	and	Indemnification	Agreement 

prior to March 1, 2022, to Jean Bennett, 2408 S. 18th St., Lincoln, NE 68502.
• Questions  –  contact jben460@gmail.com

After His suffering, he 
presented himself to 
them and gave many 

convincing proofs that 
he was alive. He 

appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and 

spoke about the 
kingdom of God. 

Acts 1:3



Music Drama Teaching Friendships

‘For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.’ Luke 9:24

This year’s Kids Conference is excited to present!The Quest!!Youth ages 5-12 are invited to enroll in this two-day 

program as we engage in captivating drama, songs, Scripture memory, object lessons, hands-on projects and 

games. Students attending the Kids Conference will journey back into!medieval!history as they!join a young boy 

on his quest for knighthood. Through the lives of valiant!men and women, they will be challenged to serve others 

and give!their!lives for the honor and glory of our true King, Jesus Christ.!

This program should not be viewed as merely child-care. It is intended to deliver a Bible-based character 

message in a memorable and fun way. Since a portion of this program will involved age-integrated small groups, 

families may request that siblings stay together. 

 

NCHEA Kids 
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Presents:
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